
From the Rector  
 

 Hi my dear friends!  
 
 

 
 
 

In John’s Gospel Jesus said: “I am the light of the world; he who 

follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life 

(Jn.8:12).” 

 

In many ways, I think darkness is something we are facing with so many 

uncertainties about ‘normal life’. We perceive we are under a dark 

cloud, which is true in some respects, but not universally true.  

 

Darkness is the absence of light, not a subset of something else. I believe 

it was St. Augustine that said to the effect: “Evil is not something on its 

own, but a privation of good; good gone bad.” For God creates nothing 

but good, never evil. It is no part of God. Furthermore, I agree with a 

late Bishop friend of mine who said, “I’m more surprised at good than 

evil, when I see it in the world.” All this relates to darkness and light, 

good and evil.  



 

So light and darkness should be looked at in concordance, along with 

good and evil. As the late Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple 

expounded: “To follow that light is to be delivered from the darkness 

which encompasses the world, and to follow the light of Life….We 

know from experience that the world is walking in darkness, and that 

Light is our supreme need.” 1 

 

To follow the ‘light of Life’ is to walk in the Spirit of God, in Christ, 

and to see love. It is to sustain this even in the most unusual situations, 

people, and places.2 “The Christian, who goes into the world full of love 

and trust will equally confirm his ‘prejudice’, for to him men will show 

the finer and more sensitive sides of their nature, even where there is no 

generosity his love and trust will, at least sometimes create it….for he 

sees all that the other sees and more beside.3 This message came from 

Abp. Temple in 1939, and it rings equally true today.  

 

Granted it is a time to walk in this ‘light’ more than ever, as we feel 

disconnected and not open to church; to reach out to others with His 

‘light’ to brighten a day for someone.  

 

Because, if we walk in his ‘light’ and take Jesus at his word, and then we 

will never walk in darkness. Walking in his light is realizing the extreme 

light of his love, which is never-ending, for us and for the life of the 

world. His light ‘magnifies’ us once it hits us, and we just cannot, not 

share it! 

 

We are the light of the world, not because of ourselves, but in our 

openness for Christ to shine thru us first, then to others.  

 

As we have sung these verses of Hymn 490 so many times, we can 

reflect: “I want to walk as a child of the light, I want to follow Jesus. 

 
1 William Temple, Readings in John’s Gospel, pg. 133-134. 
2 Ibid, Temple (paraphrase). 
3 Ibid, Temple.  



God set the stars to give light to the light to the world. The state of my 

life---is Jesus. In him there is no darkness at all. The light and the night 

are both alike. The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my 

heart, Lord Jesus.” 4 

Amen! 

 

 

Peace in the light of Christ’ love always,  

 

 

Father Free+ 

 

 

Ps: As always, please let any wardens, treasurer, me or vestry know of 

those in special need in this time! Pax vobiscum! 

 
4 Prayer Book and Hymnal, BCP Episcopal Church, Hymn 490.  


